Septic complications in relation to factors influencing the gastric microflora in patients undergoing gastric surgery.
Postoperative septic complications and micro-organisms found in primary infections were studied in 750 gastric operations performed between 1972 and 1986. The overall rate of primary infections was 23%. The infection rates were related to the diagnosis and to factors that could influence the colonization of the stomach. No significant differences in the rates of postoperative infections were found between patients who had received preoperative antibiotic prophylaxis and those who had not. In all groups of patients, aerobic and anaerobic gram-positive and gram-negative bacteria and yeasts were isolated in primary infections. Enterobacteriaceae, enterococci and Bacteroides fragiis were more frequent in patients with gastric bleeding or carcinoma.